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During these unprecedented times, we are working hard to identify information and resources that may 
be helpful to you as we collectively navigate this difficult situation in the weeks ahead.  The following list 
of organizations, programs and resources is not comprehensive and does not represent our endorsement 
of any of these organizations, programs or resources, but we hope it may be helpful to you.  We know 
that together, we can weather this COVID-19 pandemic and emerge better and stronger than ever. 

• Federal Government Sponsored Programs 
 

o The CARES Act of 2020:  SBA Paycheck Protection Program (PPPs) – The CARES Act was 
passed by Congress and signed into law by the President on March 27, 2020 to provide 
critical assistance to small businesses during the COVID-19 pandemic.  The U.S. Small 
Business Administration (SBA) will provide loans (interest rate of 1% maturing in 2 years) 
and grants that cover up to 2.5 times (at a max of $10M) the average monthly payroll of 
a small business (up to 500 employees, with certain exceptions), which can be used for 
rent, utilities, mortgage interest and payroll, among other things.  Subject to certain 
conditions, borrowers need not pay back loans used to cover 8-weeks of the foregoing 
costs, as long as 75% of such costs are applied towards payroll.  For a summary of The 
CARES Act, see the U.S. Senate Summary, U.S. Treasury Infosheet and U.S. Chamber of 
Commerce FAQ.   Guidance issued by the SBA and U.S. Treasury here (Interim Final Rules), 
here (Second Interim Final Rules), here (Affiliate Rules) and here (FAQ) answers key 
questions.  Visit U.S. Small Business Administration for instructions on how to connect 
and apply with SBA 7(a) lenders.  The best place to start is most likely a bank with which 
you already have an existing relationship, e.g. your deposit bank or existing lender. 
 

o SBA Economic Injury Disaster Loans (EIDLs) and Grants – The SBA’s Economic Injury 
Disaster Loan program provides small businesses with working capital loans of up to $2 
million that can provide vital economic support to small businesses to help overcome the 
temporary loss of revenue.  Apply online via the U.S. Small Business Administration.  You 
can also contact them at (800)-659-2955 or at disastercustomerservice@sba.gov. 

 
o SBA Express Bridge Loans – The Express Bridge Loan Pilot Program allows small businesses 

who currently have a business relationship with an SBA Express Lender to access up to $25,000 

https://www.sbc.senate.gov/public/_cache/files/9/7/97ac840c-28b7-4e49-b872-d30a995d8dae/F2CF1DD78E6D6C8C8C3BF58C6D1DDB2B.small-business-owner-s-guide-to-the-cares-act-final-.pdf
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/PPP%20Borrower%20Information%20Fact%20Sheet.pdf
https://www.uschamber.com/sites/default/files/023595_comm_corona_virus_smallbiz_loan_final.pdf
https://www.uschamber.com/sites/default/files/023595_comm_corona_virus_smallbiz_loan_final.pdf
https://www.sba.gov/sites/default/files/2020-04/PPP--IFRN%20FINAL_0.pdf
https://www.sba.gov/sites/default/files/2020-04/SBA%20IFR%202_1.pdf
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/Affiliation%20rules%20overview%20%28for%20public%29.pdf
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/Paycheck-Protection-Program-Frequenty-Asked-Questions.pdf
https://www.sba.gov/funding-programs/loans/paycheck-protection-program-ppp
http://www.sba.gov/disaster
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with less paperwork. These loans can provide vital economic support to small businesses to help 
overcome any temporary loss of revenue and can be a term loan or used to bridge the gap while 
applying for a direct SBA Economic Injury Disaster Loan.  For more information, see here.  

 
o Tax Relief – Various tax deferrals (e.g. payroll tax deferral, if employer has not received a 

loan under the Paycheck Protection Program), credits (e.g. tax credits under the 
Emergency Paid Sick Leave Act and the Emergency Family and Medical Leave Expansion 
Act and an Employee Retention Credit) and other provisions for relief are also available 
under The CARES Act.  Similar state tax deferrals, credits and relief may also be available. 
Please consult with your tax advisor.  
 

• Connecticut Department of Economic and Community Development (DECD) -- The DECD has 
created a COVID-19 Business Emergency Response Unit dedicated to assisting businesses navigate 
resources and develop new resources. A dedicated phone line is available at 1-860-500-2333 to 
provide assistance to Connecticut's small businesses for this purpose.  For more information, see 
here. 
 

• New Jersey  – 
 

o NJEDA Small Business Emergency Assistance Grant Program -- New Jersey recently 
announced Phase 3 of the New Jersey Economic Development Authority (NJEDA) Small 
Business Emergency Assistance Grant Program.  Some takeaways from this 
announcement are the following: 
 
• Phase 3 will expand eligibility to any business with 50 or fewer full-time equivalent 

employees and increases the amount of funding businesses can receive.  
• Phase 3 includes set-asides for grants to restaurants and micro-businesses. $35 

million will be dedicated to support businesses classified as “Food Services and 
Drinking Places” under NAICS code 722 and $15 million will be directed to support 
“micro-businesses” that have five or fewer employees. The remaining $20 million 
will be available to support any eligible business.  

• One-third of each of these pools of will be directed to support entities that are 
located in census tracts that were eligible to be selected as a New Jersey 
Opportunity Zone.  
 

More detailed information regarding Phase 3 eligibility criteria and the application 
period will soon be made available by the NJEDA.  

o The Small Business Lease Emergency Grant Assistance Program (SBL-EAGP) – Governor 
Phil Murphy announced on July 23, 2020 a relief program for small businesses impacted 
by the COVID-19 pandemic.  The Small Business Lease - Emergency Assistance Grant 
Program (SBL-EAGP) allows businesses in 64 eligible municipalities to apply for grants of 
up to $10,000 for lease costs.  The SBL-EAGP, managed by the New Jersey Redevelopment 
Authority (NJRA), is the first component of a broader Main Street Commercial Corridors 
Relief Package to be paid for with federal CARES Act funding. Through the SBL-EAGP, small 
businesses located in NJRA’s 64 eligible municipalities that have been adversely impacted 

https://www.sba.gov/page/coronavirus-covid-19-small-business-guidance-loan-resources
https://portal.ct.gov/Coronavirus/Information-For/Business-Resources
https://faq.business.nj.gov/en/articles/3835237-what-is-the-status-of-the-njeda-small-business-emergency-assistance-grant-program
https://faq.business.nj.gov/en/articles/3835237-what-is-the-status-of-the-njeda-small-business-emergency-assistance-grant-program
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by COVID-19 will be able to apply for up to $10,000 to assist with lease payments. It will 
provide grants to: 

 Tenants leasing commercial space in mixed-use buildings 
 Tenants leasing space in commercial buildings 
 Tenants leasing space to operate a storefront business 

The program is targeted to businesses with 5,000 square feet of leased space or 
less.  Applications opened August 10, 2020 online.  $6 million in federal CARES Act funding 
will be allocated for this program.  See here for more information.   

o New Jersey Economic Development Authority (NJEDA)  – Information about various 
other New Jersey programs is available here and here.   The hotline for NJEDA Grant 
Programs is 1-844-965-1125. The New Jersey Business Action Center has also established 
a helpline at 1-800-JERSEY-7.   

 
• New York State –  

o New York Forward Loan Fund (NYFLF):  The New York Forward Loan Fund (NYFLF) is a 
new economic recovery loan program aimed at supporting New York State small 
businesses, nonprofits and small landlords as they reopen after the COVID-19 outbreak 
and NYS on PAUSE.  The NYFLF targets the state’s small businesses with 20 or fewer full-
time equivalent (FTE) employees (90% of all businesses), nonprofits and small landlords 
that have seen a loss of rental income.  The NYFLF is specifically timed to support 
businesses and organizations as they proceed to reopen and have upfront expenses to 
comply with guidelines (e.g., inventory, marketing, refitting for new social distancing 
guidelines) under the New York Forward Plan.    

• Small businesses and nonprofits must employ 20 or fewer full-time equivalent (FTE) 
employees;  

• Small businesses must have gross revenues of less than $3 million per year; 
• Nonprofits must provide direct services and have an annual operating budget of less 

than $3 million per year; and 
• Have not received a loan from either SBA Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) or SBA 

Economic Injury Disaster Loan (EIDL) for COVID-19 in 2020. 
 

o Westchester County Industrial Development Agency:   A new grant/loan program has 
been announced for small businesses by the Westchester County Industrial Development 
Agency (IDA).  According the official press release: “Under the program, the IDA would 
provide grants to small businesses and small not-for-profit corporations up to $10,000. 
The proceeds must be used for acquiring personal protective equipment, or installing 
equipment necessary to prevent the spread of COVID-19.  The IDA would also make no 
interest loans, through the administration of the State Disaster Emergency Loan Program, 
available to small businesses and small not-for-profit corporations in an amount up to 
$25,000.” A copy of the press release is available here. 

https://www.nj.gov/governor/news/news/562020/20200723a.shtml
https://cv.business.nj.gov/
https://www.njeda.com/about/public-information/coronavirus-information
https://www.westchestergov.com/home/all-press-releases/8538-video-county-executive-latimer-announces-financial-assistance-program-for-small-businesses-and-small-not-for-profits-hurt-by-covid-19
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o Westchester County Business FIRST Grant Program:  Applications for Westchester 
County’s Business First Grant Program are now being accepted via this link.  Businesses 
with 99 or fewer employees that meet the eligibility requirements may apply for loans of 
up to $49,000; this money may be used for any expenses directly related to impacts of 
the pandemic.  More information on this program can be found here.  Frequently asked 
questions relevant to this program are available here.  

• U.S. Chamber of Commerce  
 

o Save Small Business -- The U.S. Chamber of Commerce Foundation launched a “Save 
Small Business” grant program, aimed at providing short-term relief of up to $5,000 to 
small employers who are struggling due to the COVID-19 shutdown.  To qualify, 
businesses must employ between three and 20 workers; demonstrate they have been 
harmed financially by the coronavirus; and are in an “economically vulnerable” 
community.  Grants will be awarded on a weekly basis, but businesses only need to apply 
one time to be eligible for funding.  Click here for more information.   
 

• The Fairfield Chamber of Commerce  
• Westchester Chamber of Commerce  
• The Catalyst Westchester County Economic Development 
• Business Council of Westchester 
• Ridgefield Chamber of Commerce 
• Darien Chamber of Commerce 
• Ossining Chamber of Commerce 
• Bergen County Chamber of Commerce  
• Litchfield Area Chamber of Commerce 
• Putnam County Chamber of Commerce  
• Orange County Chamber of Commerce  
• Passaic County Division of Economic Development  
• Bronxville Chamber of Commerce 

 

• Facebook $100 Million in Cash Grants and Ad Credits for Small Businesses  
• Yelp $25 Million in Cash Grants and Ad Credits for Small Businesses  
• Google $800 Million Cash Grants and Ad Credits 
• Verizon & LISC 
• The Small Business Relief Initiative by GoFundMe, Yelp and Intuit QuickBooks  
• James Beard Foundation’s Food & Beverage Industry Relief Fund  
• NRA Restaurant Employee Relief Fund 
• FedEx Small Business Grants 
• PBA COVID-19 Relief Fund 

https://sbegrant.westchestergov.com/sbegrant/sbegrantForm
https://westchestercatalyst.com/business-first-programs/grants/?fbclid=IwAR3NVpao5SrYq29EPsNoeBMynEC9s9lnkrsAUq7z_1rXHY6zabgsQMff3Gw
https://westchestercatalyst.com/images/grants/WCBusinessFIRSTGrantProgram-FAQs.pdf
https://www.uschamber.com/co/
https://savesmallbusiness.com/
http://fairfieldctchamber.com/
https://www.westchesterchamber.org/
https://westchestercatalyst.com/coronavirus-updates/
https://thebcw.org/
https://www.destinationridgefield.com/
http://www.darienchamber.com/
https://ossiningchamber.org/
https://bergenbiz.com/
https://litch.com/
https://putnamchamber.org/
https://orangeny.com/
https://www.passaiccountynj.org/
https://www.bronxvillechamber.org/
https://www.facebook.com/business/boost/grants
https://blog.yelp.com/2020/03/yelp-covid-19-response-and-support-for-local-businesses
https://www.blog.google/inside-google/company-announcements/commitment-support-small-businesses-and-crisis-response-covid-19/
https://www.lisc.org/our-stories/story/verizon-and-lisc-fire-25-million-small-business-covid-19-recovery-fund
https://www.gofundme.com/c/small-business-relief-initiative-and-fund-faqs
https://www.jamesbeard.org/blog/relief-fund
https://rerf.us/
https://www.fedex.com/en-us/support-small-business-grants.html
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• John Paul Mitchell Systems (JPMS) Salon $4 million Jumpstart Stimulus 
 

• “Free Tools, Resources, and Financial Help for Business Owners Hit by COVID-19” by Inc.  
• “List of Relief Funds for Restaurants, Bars, and Food Service Workers” by Eater  
• “Small Business Relief Tracker:  Funding Grants and Resources for Business Owners Grappling 

with Coronavirus” by Forbes  
• “List of Banks Offering Relief to Customers Affected by Coronavirus” by Forbes  
• “New York Small Business Resource Guide” by New York Business Journal 
• “COVID-19 Business Financial Relief Hub” by CBRE 
• “Salon Today’s COVID-19 Resource Portal” by Salon Today 

 

• National Restaurant Association  
• National Bartenders Association  
• Professional Beauty Association  
• American Barber Association 
• Associated Hair Professionals 
• Day Spa Association 
• IHRSA 
• National Cleaners Association 

 

• Uber Eats 
• Postmates  
• DoorDash 
• GrubHub 
• Resy 

 

• Rally for Restaurants 
• Quickgifts   
• Giftfly 
• Square  
• Roller  
• Yiftee  

• Facebook  

https://www.modernsalon.com/623783/john-paul-mitchell-systems-announces-4-million-usd-salon-jumpstart-stimulus
https://www.inc.com/inc-staff/free-tools-grants-video-conferencing-ad-credits-gift-certificates-cloud-storage-cyber-security.html
https://www.eater.com/2020/3/17/21182293/coronavirus-relief-funds-restaurants-food-service-workers
https://www.forbes.com/sites/advisor/2020/03/20/list-of-coronavirus-covid-19-small-business-relief-programs/#7afc1a4ce89d
https://www.forbes.com/sites/advisor/2020/03/20/list-of-coronavirus-covid-19-small-business-relief-programs/#7afc1a4ce89d
https://www.forbes.com/sites/advisor/2020/03/12/list-of-banks-offering-relief-to-customers-affected-by-coronavirus/#314b64b63ee3
https://www.bizjournals.com/newyork/small-business-resource-guide?ana=e_ny_bn_breakingnews_breakingnews&j=90501969&t=Breaking%20News&mkt_tok=eyJpIjoiT0RVNVlXVmxOREUyTURVeiIsInQiOiI3bnBOdDViV1JKU3loTjFxM1cxKzVYUEFlUUQyUjVDZTNTVFBNOXdPTStFS0hJdW10aUNFUlplMW5SMnZPeGM5NDkzVmxlc0xHZEVHTXNLaDAzcE1cL0J5VUhsc2JORmxVOVdXWFRhUUJVVG11NFB6azNZeldVaVhnQ0tkTEt1UHIifQ%3D%3D
https://www.cbre.us/covid-19/covid-19-business-financial-relief-hub
https://www.salontoday.com/623166/salon-todays-covid-19-resource-portal
https://www.restaurant.org/Home
https://www.facebook.com/National-Bartenders-Association-135333377862/
https://americanbarber.org/Coronavirus/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/The-American-Barber-Association-and-coronavirus.pdf
https://www.associatedhairprofessionals.com/
https://dayspaassociation.com/
https://www.ihrsa.org/
http://www.nca-i.com/
https://www.ubereats.com/
https://postmates.com/
https://www.doordash.com/en-US/?ignore_splash_experience=true&utm_source=Google&utm_medium=SEMb&utm_campaign=CX_US_SE_SB_GO_ACQ_TETXXX_9256288018_+&utm_term=doordash&utm_content=91210142302&kclickid=_k_EAIaIQobChMIr__Vq6676AIVRdyGCh2PLwOmEAAYASAAEgKwqPD_BwE_k_&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIr__Vq6676AIVRdyGCh2PLwOmEAAYASAAEgKwqPD_BwE
https://www.grubhub.com/
https://resy.com/
https://rallyforrestaurants.com/
https://merchant.quickgifts.com/
https://www.giftfly.com/
https://squareup.com/us/en
https://www.roller.software/
https://yiftee.com/
https://www.facebook.com/
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• Instagram  
• Twitter 
• Nextdoor  

https://www.instagram.com/
https://twitter.com/explore
https://nextdoor.com/

